cervical glands of the right side. This did not accelerate the growth. Apart from this he gives no history of illness.
As long as he can remember he has had the deformity (figures 1 and 2). At We understand that the complicated structure of bone is extremely sensitive to disturbances of metabolism. We know the role of phosphorus, calcium and magnesium salts and vitamins in certain bony alterations. We have some knowledge of the influence of hormones on the growth of bone. We know about the disturbance in calcium metabolism through loss of the parathyroid. The chromaffin system, the ovaries and testes, the thymus and hypophysis also play an important part in bone formation and growth. In acromegaly we happen to know the cause of the excessive growth, namely hyperplasia or increased activity of the anterior lobe of the pituitary gland; the bones as well as the soft parts of the face, hands and feet become greatly thickened.
In hypertrophic pulmonary osteo-arthropathy, which results in elongation of the bones of the extremities, the new bone formation is supposed to be due to the absorption of some toxic substance, since it accompanies chronic lung diseases.
Apart from the malformation described above in detail, a lipoma and exostoses are present. Fig. 3 .
